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ton, I know, but that was an entirely different pair of
shoes. The Hinchliffe business was absolutely straight-
forward. He was definitely looking for evidence of
strychnine. I had told him of my suspicions. An
absolutely simple and reliable/test for strychnine exists,
which Faversham must have applied a thousand times.
He applied this test in the case of Hinchliffe, and secured
a negative result, in spite of repeated experiments. He
told me so himself. Therefore I am completely satisfied
that there were no traces of strychnine in Hinchliffe's
body. Which proves conclusively that he did not die
of strychnine poisoning. I'm sorry, Priestley, but your
most ingenious idea falls to the ground, and you might
have spared me the taste of that filthy concoction."
" Then I must apologise for any inconvenience which
I may have caused you/' Dr. Priestley replied. " Let
us return to the subject of Vernier's disappearance. I
have acquired some further information on that point
since we last discussed the matter/'
Oldland listened with the greatest interest while his
host repeated the conversation he had had with Super-
intendent Hanslet. Then, as Dr. Priestley concluded by
describing the signature on the ten-pound note, he
laughed mirthlessly. " It seerns to me, Priestley, that
the whole thing is a hopeless tangle/' he remarked.
" How can you account for Charles Alcott being mixed
up in the affair? Coincidence, eh? Or have you
evolved, as usual, some masterly theory which explains
all the circumstances?'*
" I have evolved a theory/* Dr. Priestley replied
slowly. " It is, however, open to at least one grave
objection. But, nevertheless, I should be glad of your
opinion upon it/'
Again Oldland listened, but this time with an in-
credulous smile. " Most ingenious, Priestley," was Ms
comment. " But it won't do, you know. It seems to me

